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The world needs Gandhi now. His life message, found in “Gandhi’s Awakening” and
“Gandhi’s Gift,” could not be more crucial. During this time of darkness and disaffection,
conflict and chaos, we need real role models to show us how to “be the change” in our own local
communities, to show us that, yes, one person can make a difference and have a lasting impact.
One person can jumpstart a movement and, joining with others, can stand up for what is most
important: Truth, Gandhi’s highest value, which he called God.
Gandhi is the most beloved political figure of all times, not because he held public office, which
he didn’t, but because people knew and still know that he lived according to the Truth that each
and every person, no matter what their status, gender or religion, is important, even divine. That
is why he served all and worked tirelessly to liberate the marginalized. He inspires because his
life was always hopeful, always creative and always striving for a nonviolent, just society.

But not everyone can be a Gandhi! Or can they? With our workshops, we will answer that
question with a passionate “Yes”!
Dr. Rajmohan Gandhi, grandson and Gandhi scholar, says in “Gandhi’s Awakening”: “Gandhi
didn’t want followers. He wanted fellow seekers. That is why people relate to him today,
because they see him as a fellow seeker.”
We have been fortunate to film people, fellow seekers, doing extraordinary work to change our
world: from teaching the children of the poorest of the poor, to restoring the limbs of the
physically challenged, to saving non-GMO seeds for small farmers. . . .and more. They are a
few of the “thousand Gandhi’s” that Gandhi knew he would inspire through his life. Our
workshops will inspire even more, as we share their never-before-seen stories with audiences.
Here are examples of the workshops we have developed, along with Lesson Plans for both films:
1) “Gandhi and Global Survival”: after presenting “Gandhi’s Gift,” we will share
Gandhi’s goals of nonviolence, equality, interfaith unity and sustainability then discuss
how these principles could solve the most persistently challenging of humanity’s
problems, including gun violence, race and gender inequality, religious hatred and
climate change. We will show clips of footage from Dr. Vandana Shiva’s Navdanya
Farms and an interview with her to highlight grass-roots climate change solutions and
how sustainability flows from Gandhian nonviolence. We will show a clip of an interview with the architect of a Gandhian school on the importance of sustainable building.
2) “Gandhi: Grass-Roots Nonviolent Peacemaker”: after presenting “Gandhi’s Gift” and
“Gandhi’s Awakening,” we will focus on Gandhi’s principle of nonviolence and how he
embodied it on a grass-roots level throughout his lifetime, including most dramatically in
his final days when he labored for interfaith unity. How did he go about getting involved
in his community in South Africa then in India? How can those methods be used by us
today? We will show clips from D. R. Mehta’s camp for the physically challenged in
Jaipur, where he gives limbs (“Jaipur foot”) to those of every religion and status, free of
cost. As former Director of India’s Securities and Exchange, he now shares his wealth
and expertise by helping the needy become self-sufficient with new limbs and seed
money. He hopes, as Gandhi did, that such acts of love will promote self-sufficiency—
and thus, equity and peace—throughout the country and world.
3) “Gandhi: Be The Change in 2019”: after presenting “Gandhi’s Awakening” during
which Dr. Vandana Shiva explains the true meaning and context of this familiar quotation
of Gandhi’s, “Be the Change,” we will discuss it in depth. How does “being the change”
actually bring about change to our communities and world? We will show clips of Dr.
Vandana Shiva, but also of Anuradha Bhosale, Director, Avani, a grass-roots women’s
rights and anti-child labor activist (Kohlhapur), who was a former child-laborer herself
and now fights for others. Over 20 years, she has facilitated the rescue of 342 child
laborers, provided 5,604 migrant children health care and education and organized the
construction of schools inside the brickyards. Both women are changing the world.

4) “Gandhi: 150 Years Young”: after presenting “Gandhi’s Awakening,” which depicts
Gandhi as a young man, we will discuss his formative experiences as a young man and
his focus on reaching out to and inspiring young people to do service work as well as
work for freedom. What qualities do we need to draw young people into positive activism
for a peaceful, just, sustainable society? Contemporary educational groups, such as the
Parkland students, will be analyzed for nonviolence and impact. We will show clips from
the comprehensive educational programs for young students at Sevagram Ashram (Nai
Talim) and older students at Gujarat Vidyapeeth, both of which Gandhi founded. There
is an interview with the principal at Sevagram on the goals of this “New Education”.
5) “Gandhi: Peace Is The Way”: after presenting “Gandhi’s Gift,” we will discuss
Gandhi’s foundational belief that peaceful grass-roots work is the primary channel by
which society is changed; dedicated nonviolent actions of service on a local level can
transform the global level because they are inextricably connected. We will show clips
from the far-reaching grass-roots work that Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak is doing in India to
improve sanitation and uplift dalit women. Both of these “lowly” tasks, sanitation and
removal of untouchability, were close to Gandhi’s heart, knowing that the way to Peace
was through humble service. He knew that day-to-day, seemingly “small” acts of peace
can gather momentum to create a movement for justice, freedom and peace.
6) “Gandhi: The First Global Peace Journalist”: after presenting “Gandhi’s Awakening,”
we will share the amazing extent that Gandhi was a Peace Journalist then discuss the
principles of journalism he followed consistently, such as Truth above all else,
accountability, fairness and humanity. In this workshop, we will discuss our own journey
as journalists, especially journalists bringing these two documentaries to fruition, and the
challenges for peace journalists around the world to follow these principles now. Kell
Kearns will share his four-decade journey of making peace documentaries, such as the
PBS Biography of King and films in conflict-ridden places like Nicaragua, showing clips.
7) “Who is the Next Gandhi?”: after presenting both Gandhi films, which contain sequences
about Martin Luther King, Jr. and the early civil rights movement, we will discuss what it
takes to “be a Gandhi” or “be the next King.” We will inspire audience members to
realize that they themselves can “be a Gandhi” by “being the change” and changing the
world on a daily basis. We will share with them that the world is so complex and vast
that perhaps all of us together, as a collective, will “be the next Gandhi.” We will show
clips from “In Remembrance of Martin,” Kearns’ PBS Biography of MLK, to reinforce
that the same is true with King: we can be the next King by committing ourselves to
Nonviolence and Truth (eradicating his three evils of war, racism and poverty).
We have put out feelers to a number of university professors, Gandhian peace organizations and
interfaith groups about such workshop programs during the 150th year, and they are excited about
the possibility of these powerful programs being offered to their students and communities.
Gandhisgift.org on the web
Gandhi’s Gift on Facebook

